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Carrera —Timeline of a Legend

1964 — The birth of the CARRERA line of timepieces

The first Carrera was a hand-wound mechanical chronograph. Its dial did not
have a tachometer (the only inscriptions on the dial being « Carrera » and the
« Heuer » logo) but incorporated three registers:

- 3 o'clock: 30 minutes register of the chronograph

- 9 o'clock: perpetual seconds register (seconds of the watch)

- 6 o'clock: hour register of the chronograph

Another version of the chronograph was released at the same time, with an identical
dial and two registers:

- 3 o'clock: 45 minutes register of the chronograph
- 9 o'clock: perpetual seconds register (seconds of the watch)

These timepieces shared a common identity, featuring dials radiating exceptional

purity and accentuated by slender, elegant pointers.
For the first time, a 1/5" of a second scale was engraved on the flange, making

for excellent readability of short time measurements.
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1965 — The first special CARRERA dials

This was the year that Heuer equipped its Carrera chronographs with different
measurement scales for a varying range of applications:

- Tachometer: this function was repeatedly integrated in subsequent evolutions
of the timepiece, giving this chronograph a secure place in the firmament of
motor sports.

- Decimal scale: the function was initially used in industrial sectors and was
especially useful for measuring short time periods.

- Pulsemeter: this function, invented in 1935 by Heuer (invented par Charles-

Auguste Heuer in the early 1920s), was later used in the medical field to
measure heartbeats.

The different functions of the
timepiece accounted for its
success among professionals.



1966 — For the very first time, CARRERA chronographs began showing the date
on a disc visible through a window on the dial

The first Carrera chronograph to receive a calendar was a model with a single
register at 3 o'clock (45 minutes of the chronograph) and the date at 9 o'clock, visible
through a window framed by a « silver rectangle ».

This was a world first: a wrist chronograph with the date on a disc hidden
beneath the dial and visible through a small window.

The beveled display window with its hand-applied rectangular frame further added to
its readability, underscoring yet again the fine tradition of « functionality » of the
Carrera timepieces.

Before this invention, chronographs had retrograde calendars (date graduated
around the circumference of the dial, highlighted by a pointer bearing a crescent
moon), but amidst the various registers and tachometers, legibility was at best,

nebulous.
This ingenious Heuer technique was to become a standard in modern

watchmaking technology.

In 1966, the invention was transferred to a « twin-register » version of the
Carrera chronograph, giving a more balanced appearance to the dial:

- 3 o'clock: register with 45 minutes of the chronograph
- 9 o'clock: perpetual seconds register (seconds of the waich)

The calendar was placed at midday, between the name marking and the Heuer logo.









