[image: image2.emf]
AUTAVIA CALIBRE 11
A living legend
Autavia, comprised of the two words Automobile and Aviation. Stamped in solid steel, Autavia perpetuates the prestigious name of its maker, in the Pantheon of Swiss watchmaking tradition.

1933. Aeroplanes and automobiles are equipped with the legendary Autavia dashboard. The same year, aviator Willy Post completes a trip around the world in 121 hours. A race car driver named Malcolm Campbell reaches 437.91 km/h. Like these heroes, Autavia defies the laws of precision mechanics. Its touch of genius: a 30-minute and a 12-hour timer. Autavia’s cutting-edge technology is acclaimed by all specialists: a smashing success.

1963. Autavia becomes a chronograph-wristwatch. 1969. Heuer equips this sports watch icon with the famous Chronomatic movement, the world's first automatic chronograph movement with its legendary microrotor and crown at 9 o'clock. An ace racing-driver adopts it immediately. Jo Siffert. A man whose legendary courage won the admiration of the great Steve McQueen. Jo Siffert. The Swiss driver. He died a champion, fearless, at the wheel of his racing car, in 1971. Heroes live forever, as Autavia bears witness today.

Autavia 2003: The inimitable spirit of the heroic exploit 

The Autavia dashboard clock is 70 years old, and the Autavia chronograph is celebrating its 40th birthday. A double anniversary tribute to precision horology and to prestige. The Autavia 2003, the very embodiment of modernity, is a chronograph that never ceases to surprise. Firmly oriented towards the future, it incorporates key innovations while paying homage to the original icon-model.

The design of the new Autavia has been meticulously thought out. It is the culmination of exceptional commitment and watchmaking know-how. To mark this special occasion, the Autavia has arisen from the special involvement of Jack Heuer, Honorary Chairman of TAG Heuer.

The powerful lines of the tonneau-shaped case are matched by the understated elegance of an extremely flexible and comfortable steel bracelet. The strength of the Autavia TAG Heuer Calibre 11: a movement that is a natural heir to the Chronomatic, in an even thinner version with a 40-hour power-reserve. Underscoring TAG Heuer's constant concern to devote as much attention to performance as to drivers' comfort, the crown has been kept at 9 o'clock (since the ultra-reliable automatic movement does not require frequent winding), leaving the pushbuttons of the chronograph function in the 2 and 4 o'clock positions where they are easy to handle and readily accessible.

TAG Heuer’s view of ergonomics: live every day in harmony with the future. Hence the “tonneau”-shaped case, with its crown placed at 9 o’clock. Plus the fact that the two timers – the seconds timer at 3 o’clock, the minutes timer at 9 o’clock – are very easy to read. The choice of two dials. The first is traditional: a tribute to the silver opalescent dial combined with black timers and blue hands. The other is more daring: the black dial contrasts with silver timers and orange hands.

Luxury is the alchemy of perfected details: hand-emplaced appliqué indexes, water-resistance to a depth of 50 metres, and scratchproof convex sapphire crystal.

The essence – indeed, the sole – aim of TAG Heuer is absolute mastery of time and speed. Autavia is proof: perfection incarnate in the art of the chronograph.

Autavia is made in man’s likeness – as interpreted by TAG Heuer. A talent for invention and a taste for sports, with that special chic that sets the gentleman apart: unmistakable signs of heroes of the road, sea and sky. Heroes forever.

Autavia Rose Gold, the prestigious champions' model

Another exceptional new launch by TAG Heuer this year takes the form of a limited edition of the prestigious Autavia in a rose gold version. Issued in a series of just 150, each engraved and numbered on the case-back, it is entirely faithful to the spirit of the 1963 model, while combining a wealth of details, aesthetic radiance and the exceptional qualities of a true sports watch. Fitted on a hand-stitched strap in brown crocodile leather, the design of the 18-carat rose gold case shows a distinct taste for subtle nuances. 

The white dial offers a striking contrast with the black-ringed counters at 3, 6 and 9 o'clock and the fixed bezel. A masterpiece of equilibrium, this horological gem asserts its performances with equal poise. Renouncing nothing of its talents for marathon exploits on the racing circuit, this Autavia is equipped with an ultra-precise COSC-certified Calibre 11 movement, a scratch-resistant sapphire crystal and its legendary crown at 9 o'clock for optimal handling. On the occasion of this fortieth anniversary of the chronograph, TAG Heuer's persistent determination to innovate sparks the encounter between precious rose gold and an inimitable mechanism, giving rise to an exclusive model in which the legend lives on.

TAG Heuer, the reference in prestigious sports watches and chronographs since 1860 is the fourth luxury brand in the world watch market. TAG Heuer, has always looked to sports whenever it conceived or produced measurement tools to ensure more performance, more precision and more prestige, dating back to the Olympic Games in the 1920s up to the Formula 1 World Championship of today.
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For samples please contact the TAG Heuer Press Office

020 7016 5577 fax: 020 7016 5588

TAG Heuer Showroom, 35 Brook Street, London W1

Stockist Information Number: 0800 0379 659

www.tagheuer.com
